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What kinds of
circumstances push people
to create new inventions?

Essential Question
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Knowledge Map
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Big Idea Words

excel
illustrious
revere
transcend

Week 1
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Critical Vocabulary

locomotives
chugged
gadgets
phonograph
sputtered

Week 1

flop
incandescent
cylinder
patents
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary Strategy
Context clues

Week 1

Generative Vocabulary 
Prefixes ex-/e-
Greek Root: phon
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Genre: Narrative Nonfiction 
Type: myBook

Texts of the Week

The
Inventor's

Secret

Week 1

Government
Must Fund
Inventors

Genre: Persuasive Essay
Type: myBook

A High
Quality
Inventor

Genre: Informational Text
Type: Read Aloud
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Reading Skills & Strategies

Central Idea
Summarize
Author’s Purpose
Point of View

Week 1
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Reading Anchor Charts
Week 1
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Reading Anchor Charts
Week 1
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Foundational Skills

Decoding
Short Vowels

Spelling: 
Words with Short Vowels

Fluency:
Reading Rate

Week 1
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15. comic
16. bundle
17. solid
18. weather
19. energy
20. stingy

Spelling Pattern Words

 breath1.
 wobble2.
 blister3.
 crush4.
 direct5.
 promise6.
 grasp7.

Week 1

8. numb
9. hymn
10. shovel
11. gravity
12. frantic
13. swift
14. feather
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Writing Process
Week 1

Genre: Informational Text, Expository Essay

Prompt: Write an expository essay about how the
inventor had to work hard to make the idea for an
invention a reality.

Introduce the Focal Text
Complete the Reading
Review Vocabulary
The Writing Process
Prewriting l: Prepare to Write
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Writing Prompt
Week 1

Genre: Informational Text, Expository Essay

Focus Statement: Even great ideas for inventions
require a lot of hard work. 

READ this sentence: Today, in living rooms and
labs, people are inventing.
THINK about an inventor you have learned about.
WRITE an expository essay about how the
inventor had to work hard to make the idea for
an invention a reality.
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Writing Anchor Chart
Week 1
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Week 1Create Your Own Invention

Students will work in groups to think of an
invention and outline a business plan to
promote it. Then they will present their invention
and business plan to an audience.

Participate in shared research projects.
Answer a research question.
Gather information and evidence from sources.
Work collaboratively to develop a plan of

       shared responsibilities.

Inquiry and Research

Created by Teresa Ranieri © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt® is a registered trademark of
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.



Critical Vocabulary

irrigate
inspector
photographed
prestigious 
auditorium
impoverished

Week 2

maneuver
specialized
elite
objective
traditional
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary Strategy:
Context clues

Week 2

Generative Vocabulary:
Greek Root photo
Latin Roots aud, vis
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Text of the Week
Week 2

Genre: Informational Text
Type: myBook

Wheelchair
Sports:

Hang Glider
to

Wheeler-
Dealer

Winds
of Hope

Genre: Narrative Nonfiction/
Magazine Article 
Type: myBook
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Reading Skills & Strategies

Monitor and Clarify
Text Structure
Central Idea

Week 2
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Reading Anchor Charts
Week 2
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Reading Anchor Charts
Week 2
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Foundational Skills

Decoding:
Long a and e

Spelling: 
Words with Long a and e

Fluency:
Accuracy and Self-Correction

Week 2
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15. sheepish
16. release
17. remain
18. sway
19. training
20. niece

Spelling Pattern Words

 awake1.
 feast2.
 stray3.
 greet4.
praise5.
disease6.
 repeat7.

Week 2

8. display
9. braces
10. thief
11. ashamed
12. sleeve
13. brain
14. beneath
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Writing Process
Week 2

Genre: Informational Text, Expository Essay

Prompt: Write an expository essay about how the
inventor had to work hard to make the idea for an
invention a reality.

Drafting l: Begin the Draft
Drafting ll: Use Organization Strategies
Drafting lll: Complete the Draft
Revising l: Group Conferences
Revising ll: Vary Sentence Types
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Writing Anchor Chart
Week 2
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Week 2

Continue to Create Your Own Invention

Students will work in groups to think of an
invention and outline a business plan to
promote it. Then they will present their
invention and business plan to an audience.

Record notes and use them to develop a business
plan for the invention and a prototype drawing.

Inquiry and Research
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Critical Vocabulary

passionate
impulse
contribution 
distinguished
eccentric

Week 3

circumstances
evidently
acceleration
prototype
conceived
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary Strategy:
Reference Materials

Week 3

Generative Vocabulary: 
Greek Roots auto, bio
Prefixes ir-, il-
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Genre: Science Fiction/Fantasy
Type: myBook

Text of the Week

Captain
Arsenio

Week 3
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Reading Skills & Strategies

Make Inferences
Literary Elements
Author’s Craft
Author’s Purpose

Week 3

Created by Teresa Ranieri © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt® is a registered trademark of
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.



Reading Anchor Charts
Week 3
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Reading Anchor Charts
Week 3
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Foundational Skills

Decoding:
Long i and o

Spelling: 
Words with Long i and o

Fluency:
Phrasing

Week 3
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Spelling Pattern Words

sign1.
groan2.
reply3.
thrown4.
strike5.
mighty6.
stroll7.

Week 3

8. compose
9. dough
10. height
11. excite
12. apply
13. slight
14. define

15. odor
16. spider
17. control
18. silent
19. brighten
20. approached
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Writing Process
Week 3

Genre: Informational Text, Expository Essay

Prompt: Write an expository essay about how the
inventor had to work hard to make the idea for an
invention a reality.

Revising lll: Organize
Editing l: Grammar, Usage, and Punctuation
Editing ll: Peer Edit
Publish
Share
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Week 3

Complete Create Your Own Invention

Students will work in groups to think of an
invention and outline a business plan to
promote it. Then they will present their invention
and business plan to an audience.

Participate in the presentation of a business plan to
show and explain an invention.

Inquiry and Research
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