
Reading
 Read the selection and answer  each question.

Paper or Plastic?
1	 Cities such as Chicago, Los Angeles, and Seattle have banned the use of plastic shopping bags 

because of their harmful effect on the environment. In response to this ban, many communities 

have returned to the use of paper bags. However, are paper bags the best solution to the plastic 

bag ban?

2	 Interestingly, plastic bags replaced paper bags in the 1970s because they were cheaper to produce, 

resisted water, and kept contents clean and dry. The problem, though, is that people in the United 

States use over 100 billion plastic bags a year, and each family uses on average 1,500 bags a year. 

Unfortunately, only about 1 percent of those bags are recycled. The rest of the plastic bags end up 

in landfills or as trash on land or in the oceans. It can take over 500 years for plastic bags to break 

down in a landfill, and even then, small bits of plastic remain and damage the environment. If 

we continue throwing plastic bags in the garbage, our landfills will become towering mountains 

of trash.

3	 Is it more progressive to require people to use paper shopping bags rather than plastic ones? 

Evidence suggests that paper bags are actually worse than plastic ones.

4	 Shockingly, making paper bags is more harmful to the earth than making plastic bags. It is a 

wasteful process that uses about half of each tree that goes into the factory. The rest of the tree 

is discarded into water sources or landfills. Making paper bags involves the use of dangerous 

chemicals such as sulfur that are released into the air and water. Scientists estimate that it takes 

four times as much energy to make a paper bag than to make a plastic one. What’s more, paper 

bags take just as long to break down as plastic bags and fill more space in landfills than plastic.

5	 The solution to these problems is not using one type of shopping bag over the other; instead, 

people need to change their habits. Shoppers need to reuse shopping bags as much as possible. 

Besides paper or plastic bags, people commonly use cloth or cotton ones. Stores often sell these 

sturdy bags to their customers. We can also be inventive about making or using our own shopping 

containers, from baskets to backpacks to homemade sacks. Whether homemade or made of plastic, 

paper, or cloth, reusing our bags means that new bags do not have to be made. When paper or 

plastic bags rip and there is no use for them anymore, people need to recycle them as opposed to 

throwing them in the trash. All of these small changes will make a big impact on the environment 

and will reduce energy use and harmful waste.
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6	 Encouraging people to be responsible about shopping bags may not be enough. Many cities such 

as Boulder, New York, and Portland now require stores to charge their customers for plastic bags if 

they forget to bring their own. Because people are eager to save a bit of money, this is a good way 

to encourage people to reuse their own bags. Even if customers are willing to buy bags, the fee will 

serve as a reminder that reusing bags is a good idea.

7	 In an attempt to be more environmentally conscious, people have created bags that are more earth 

friendly. For example, many plastic bags are now made out of recycled materials that break down in 

landfills in a shorter amount of time, such as two to three months. While people continue searching 

for new methods to make bags safer for the earth, easy and effective solutions that everyone can 

follow are to reuse bags when possible and recycle bags when needed.

1 	 Read the sentence from paragraph 2.

If we continue throwing plastic bags in the garbage, our landfills will become towering 

mountains of trash.

What does this sentence show?

A 	 the author’s use of humor to change the tone of the passage

B 	 the author’s use of exaggeration to make a point about landfills

C 	 the author’s use of details to support his argument for paper bags

D 	 the author’s use of description to provide personal experience on the topic

2 	 How does paragraph 2 support the author’s purpose?

A 	 It compares the advantages of plastic bags to paper bags.

B 	 It provides details about how plastic bags are manufactured.

C 	 It explains how the way we use plastic bags harms the earth.

D 	 It describes a new approach to solving problems caused by plastic bags.
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3 	 Read the sentence from paragraph 3.

Is it more progressive to require people to use paper shopping bags rather than plastic ones?

Think about the meaning of the suffix -ive. What is the meaning of progressive above?

A 	 needing help

B 	 being popular

C 	 growing larger

D 	 becoming better

4 	 Explain how the author supports the argument that banning plastic bags in favor of paper 

ones is not a good solution to the problem of waste. Use details from the article to support 

your response.

5 	 Read the sentence from paragraph 4.

Scientists estimate that it takes four times as much energy to make a paper bag than to 

make a plastic one.

Read the analogy.

Estimate is to measure as sketch is to ______.

Which word best completes the analogy?

A 	 trace

B 	 guess

C 	 hurry

D 	 look
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6 	 What is the purpose of paragraph 5? 

A 	 to help people decide which type of shopping bag will best fit their needs

B 	 to list ideas about how the problem of shopping bag waste might be solved

C 	 to introduce the problem that using paper bags is worse than using plastic ones

D 	 to encourage stores to change the kinds of shopping bags they give to customers

7 	 “Paper or Plastic?” uses many facts and opinions to support its argument. Mark the box that 

shows whether each of these sentences from the article is a fact or an opinion.

Fact Opinion

It can take over 500 years for plastic bags to break down in a 
landfill, and even then, small bits of plastic remain and damage 
the environment.

Making paper bags involves the use of dangerous chemicals such as 
sulfur that are released into the air and water.

Because people are eager to save a bit of money, this is a good way 
to encourage people to reuse their own bags.

In an attempt to be more environmentally conscious, people have 
created bags that are more earth friendly.
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Writing
 Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Torin wrote a report about eating and cooking vegetables. Read the beginning of the report and look 

for any changes he should make. When you finish reading, answer the questions that follow.

I Love Vegetables
(1) Vegetables are not only a very healthy food, but they also taste wonderful. (2) Vegetables 

are not a favorite food for many kids. (3) Even as a young child, however, I liked any green food that 

had grew on a farm. (4) As a preschooler, I sob because I wanted carrots and beets when other kids 

cried for junk food or sweets. (5) Now, I have ate new and unusual vegetables. (6) I have discovered 

some wonderful flavors and some exciting ways to cook vegetables.

1 	 What change should be made in sentence 3?

A 	 Change grew to grown.

B 	 Change grew to grows.

C 	 Change grew to grow.

D 	 Change grew to growed.

2 	 What change should be made in sentence 4?

A 	 Change cried to cry.

B 	 Change sob to sobbed.

C 	 Change cried to have cried.

D 	 Change sob to have sobbed.

3 	 What change should be made in sentence 5?

A 	 Change have ate to ates.

B 	 Change have ate to eat.

C 	 Change have ate to eats.

D 	 No change is needed.
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Answer Key: Module 5, Week 1 Assessment
Item 

Number
Correct  
Answer

Module, Week, Program Skill
Depth of 

Knowledge

READING

1 B M5W1: Comprehension: Author’s Craft 2

2 C M5W1: Comprehension: Author’s Purpose 2

3 D M5W1: Vocabulary Strategy: Suffix -ive 2

4

See rubric on 
p. R1.

M5W1: Comprehension: Ideas and Support 3

Sample two-point response: The author provides information that shows that paper bags are worse for the environment than 
plastic bags. The author explains that making paper bags uses about half of each tree and the “rest of the tree is discarded into 
water sources or landfills.” Furthermore, paper bags take the same amount of time to break down in a landfill as plastic bags. An 
alternative to using both paper and plastic bags is to use cloth bags made from cotton or to use bins or backpacks.

5 A M5W1: Vocabulary Strategy: Analogies 2

6 B M5W1: Comprehension: Author’s Purpose 1

7

See answer 
below.

M5W1: Comprehension: Ideas and Support 2

It can take over 500 years . . . ; Fact
Making paper bags involves . . . ; Fact
Because people are eager . . . ; Opinion
In an attempt to be more . . . ; Fact

WRITING

1 A M5W1: Grammar: Regular and Irregular Verbs 2

2 B M5W1: Grammar: Regular and Irregular Verbs 2

3 B M5W1: Grammar: Regular and Irregular Verbs 2
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Constructed-Response Rubric
Points Description

2 2 points
•	 Response provides a complete and correct explanation of, or answer to, the question. 
•	 Response includes clear and specific explanations, interpretations, and opinions of the text based on effective comprehension, 

inference, analysis, evaluation, and/or comparison. 
•	 Response is supported with details from the text.

1 1 point
•	 Response provides a partially complete and correct explanation of, or answer to, the question. 
•	 Response attempts to include explanations, interpretations, and opinions of the text, but they may be unclear or 

unsubstantiated, and they show limitation in comprehension, inference, analysis, evaluation, and/or comparison. 
•	 Response is supported with limited details (in quantity or quality) from the text.

0 0 points
•	 Response is incorrect, irrelevant, or not provided.
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